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The Suzuki Vitara is a series of SUVs produced by Suzuki in
five generations since 1988. The second and third
generation were known as the Suzuki Grand Vitara, while
the fourth generation eschewed the "Grand" prefix. In Japan
and a number of other markets, all generations have used
the name Suzuki Escudo (Japanese: スズキ・エスクード, Hepburn:
Suzuki Esukūdo).

The choice of the name "Vitara" was inspired by the Latin
word vita, as in the English word vitality. "Escudo", the
name primarily used in the Japanese market, refers to the
"escudo", the monetary unit of Portugal before adoption of
the Euro. The original series was designed to fill the slot
above the Suzuki Jimny. The first generation was known as
Suzuki Sidekick in the United States. The North American
version was produced as a joint venture...
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