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This glossary of engineering terms is a list of
definitions about the major concepts of
engineering. Please see the bottom of the page for
glossaries of specific fields of engineering.

Viscoelasticity
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Viscoelasticity is a material property that
combines both viscous and elastic characteristics.
Many materials have such viscoelastic properties.
Especially materials that consist of large
molecules show viscoelastic properties. Polymers
are viscoelastic because their macromolecules can
make temporary entanglements with neighbouring
molecules which causes elastic properties. After
some time these entanglements will disappear again
and the macromolecules will flow into other
positions (viscous properties).

A viscoelastic material will show elastic
properties on short time scales and viscous
properties on long time scales. These materials
exhibit behavior that depends on the time and rate
of applied forces, allowing them to both store and
dissipate energy.

Viscoelasticity has been studied since...
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This is a glossary of technical terms, jargon,
diver slang and acronyms used in underwater diving.
The definitions listed are in the context of
underwater diving. There may be other meanings in
other contexts.

Underwater diving can be described as a human
activity — intentional, purposive, conscious and
subjectively meaningful sequence of actions.
Underwater diving is practiced as part of an
occupation, or for recreation, where the
practitioner submerges below the surface of the
water or other liquid for a period which may range
between seconds to the order of a day at a time,
either exposed to the ambient pressure or isolated
by a pressure resistant suit, to interact with the
underwater environment for pleasure, competitive
sport, or as a means to reach a work site for
profit, as a public...
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