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India is the world's most populous democracy. Elections in the country
started with the 1951–52 Indian general election. India was among the
first post-colonial nations to adopt universal adult suffrage, granting all
adult citizens equal voting rights.

In recent years, under the premiership of Narendra Modi, India has
experienced significant democratic backsliding. The Economist
Democracy Index classifies India as a flawed democracy. The Freedom
House classifies India as partly free.
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An illiberal democracy refers to a governing system that "hides its
nondemocratic practices behind formally democratic institutions and
procedures". While there is no universal consensus on its precise
definition, the term broadly describes governments that present
themselves as liberal democracies while subtly suppressing opposing
views. It is sometimes described as a 21st-century form of fascism,
maintaining electoral democracy while employing state power for
largely nationalistic, anti-minority, and anti-freedom purposes, often
under the leadership of dominant figures and their close associates.

The rulers of an illiberal democracy may ignore, bypass, or undermine
constitutional limits on their power. While liberal democracies protect
individual rights and freedoms, illiberal democracies...
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Liberal democracy, also called Western-style democracy, or
substantive democracy, is a form of government that combines the
organization of a democracy with

Liberal democracy, also called Western-style democracy, or
substantive democracy, is a form of government that combines the
organization of a democracy with ideas of liberal political philosophy.
Common elements within a liberal democracy are: elections between
or among multiple distinct political parties; a separation of powers into
different branches of government; the rule of law in everyday life as
part of an open society; a market economy with private property;
universal suffrage; and the equal protection of human rights, civil
rights, civil liberties, and political freedoms for all citizens. Substantive
democracy refers to substantive rights and substantive laws, which
can include substantive equality, the equality of outcome for
subgroups in society. Liberal democracy emphasizes the...
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E-democracy (a blend of the terms electronic and democracy), also
known as digital democracy or Internet democracy, uses information
and communication technology (ICT) in political and governance
processes. While offering new tools for transparency and participation,
e-democracy also faces growing challenges such as misinformation,
bias in algorithms, and the concentration of power in private platforms.
The term is credited to digital activist Steven Clift. By using 21st-
century ICT, e-democracy seeks to enhance democracy, including
aspects like civic technology and E-government. Proponents argue that
by promoting transparency in decision-making processes, e-democracy
can empower all citizens to observe and understand the proceedings.
Also, if they possess overlooked data, perspectives, or...
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There exist a number of perspectives on the relationship between the
religion of Islam and democracy (the form of government in which
political power is vested in the people or the population of a state and
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democracy) among Islamic political theorists and other thinkers, the
general Muslim public, and Western authors.

Many Muslim scholars have argued that traditional Islamic notions
such as shura (consultation), maslaha (public interest), and ʿadl
(justice) justify representative government institutions which are
similar to Western democracy, but reflect Islamic rather than Western
liberal values. Still others have advanced liberal democratic models of
Islamic politics based on pluralism and freedom of thought. Some
Muslim thinkers have advocated secularist views of Islam.

A number of different...
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Representative democracy, also known as indirect democracy or
electoral democracy, is a type of democracy where elected delegates
represent a group of people, in contrast to direct democracy. Nearly all
modern Western-style democracies function as some type of
representative democracy: for example, the United Kingdom (a unitary
parliamentary constitutional monarchy), Germany (a federal
parliamentary republic), France (a unitary semi-presidential republic),
and the United States (a federal presidential republic). Unlike liberal
democracy, a representative democracy may have de facto multiparty
and free and fair elections, but may not have a fully developed rule of
law and additional individual and minority rights beyond the electoral
sphere.

Representative democracy places power in the hands...
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Democracy (from Ancient Greek: δημοκρατία, romanized: dēmokratía,
dêmos 'people' and krátos 'rule') is a form of government in which
political power is vested in the people or the population of a state.
Under a minimalist definition of democracy, rulers are elected through
competitive elections while more expansive or maximalist definitions
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link democracy to guarantees of civil liberties and human rights in
addition to competitive elections.

In a direct democracy, the people have the direct authority to
deliberate and decide legislation. In a representative democracy, the
people choose governing officials through elections to do so. The
definition of "the people" and the ways authority is shared among
them or delegated by them have changed over time and at varying
rates in different countries...
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The relationship between Buddhism and democracy has a long history
with some scholars claiming the very foundations of Buddhist society
were democratic. Though some historic Buddhist societies have been
categorized as feudalistic, the relationship between peasants and land
owners was often voluntary. Free-thinking Buddhist societies
supported autonomy; peasants had mobility and could own land
themselves. Currently countries claiming democracy with Buddhist
state religions are Bhutan, Cambodia, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka.
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Socialist democracy is a political system that aligns with principles of
both socialism and democracy. It includes ideologies such as council
communism, social democracy, democratic socialism, and soviet
democracy, as well as Marxist democracy like the dictatorship of the
proletariat. It was embodied in the Soviet system (1922–1991). It can
also denote a system of political party organization like democratic
centralism, or a form of democracy espoused by Marxist–Leninist
political parties or groups that support one-party states. The Socialist
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (1945–1992) styled itself a socialist
democracy, as did the People's Republic of Bulgaria (1946–1990) and
the Socialist Republic of Romania (1947–1989).

On the other hand, Trotskyist groups have interpreted socialist
democracy...
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Democracy in Pakistan

possibly the earliest cradle and model of democracy; one which was
based on a &quot;popular rule by the people&quot; based on the
conceptions of Welfare State and Rule

Politics in Pakistan refers to the ideologies and systems by which
Pakistan was established in 1947. As envisaged by the nation's
founding father, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Pakistan is a nation-state,
constitutionally a democratic parliamentary republic. The national
cabinet, led by the Prime Minister of Pakistan has executive power and
the president is the head of state elected by the electoral college.
Pakistan's political system is based on an elected form of governance.
The democratic elections held in 2008 were the first to conclude a 5-
year term in the nation's political history. However, since the country's
inception, the military has had disproportionate power over state
affairs. Several military interventions have disrupted Pakistan's
democracy. These interventions include takeovers by...
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