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The Administration for Strategic Preparedness and Response (ASPR) is an operating agency of the U.S. Public Health Service
within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) that focuses on preventing, preparing for, and responding to the
adverse health effects of public health emergencies and disasters. Its functions include preparedness planning and response;
building  federal  emergency  medical  operational  capabilities;  countermeasures  research,  advance  development,  and
procurement; and grants to strengthen the capabilities of hospitals and health care systems in public health emergencies and
medical  disasters.  The  office  provides  federal  support,  including  medical  professionals  through  ASPR’s  National  Disaster
Medical  System,  to  augment  state  and  local  capabilities  during  an  emergency...

Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002

the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002 (PHSBPRA) was signed by the President,
the Department of Health and Human

Signed  into  effect  on  12  June  2002,  the  Public  Health  Security  and  Bioterrorism  Preparedness  and  Response  Act  of  2002
(PHSBPRA) was signed by the President, the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the U.S. Department of
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Agriculture (USDA).

It established procedures for preparation for bioterrorism and public health emergencies. It also created the National Disaster
Medical System, through which teams of health professionals, such as physicians, pharmacists, paramedics, and nurses,
volunteer in emergency situations.

A component of the new rules include security risk assessment of individuals who have access to the select agents and toxins.
It is intended to establish new rules for registering the possession, use, and transfer of specific toxins and agents that could
endanger the...

Emergency management

both mitigation and response planning. Business continuity planning encourages businesses to have a Disaster Recovery Plan.
Community- and faith-based organizations

Emergency management (also Disaster management) is a science and a system charged with creating the framework within
which communities reduce vulnerability to hazards and cope with disasters. Emergency management, despite its name, does
not actually focus on the management of emergencies; emergencies can be understood as minor events with limited impacts
and are managed through the day-to-day functions of  a  community.  Instead,  emergency management  focuses on the
management of disasters, which are events that produce more impacts than a community can handle on its own. The
management of disasters tends to require some combination of activity from individuals and households, organizations, local,
and/or higher levels of government. Although many different terminologies exist globally, the activities...

Collaborating Centre for Disaster and Medical Humanitarian Response

disaster and medical humanitarian crisis policy development, planning, and response.[citation needed] CCOUC&#039;s main
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initiatives include the study and promotion

Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK for Disaster and Medical Humanitarian Response was established jointly
by  the  University  of  Oxford  and  The  Chinese  University  of  Hong  Kong  (CUHK)  as  a  non-profit  research  centre  to  carry  out
research, training and community knowledge transfer in the area of disaster and medical humanitarian response in Greater
China and the Asia–Pacific region. It is housed in the CUHK Faculty of Medicine and its director is Emily Ying Yang Chan as of
2016.

Disaster response

Disaster response refers to the actions taken directly before, during, or immediately after a disaster. The objective is to save
lives, ensure health

Disaster response refers to the actions taken directly before, during, or immediately after a disaster. The objective is to save
lives, ensure health and safety, and meet the subsistence needs of the people affected. It includes warning and evacuation,
search and rescue, providing immediate assistance, assessing damage, continuing assistance, and the immediate restoration
or construction of infrastructure. An example of this would be building provisional storm drains or diversion dams. Emergency
response aims to provide immediate help to keep people alive, improve their health and support their morale. It can involve
specific but limited aid,  such as helping refugees with transport,  temporary shelter,  and food.  Or it  can involve establishing
semi-permanent settlements in camps and other locations...

National Response Plan

The National Response Plan (NRP) was a United States national plan to respond to emergencies such as natural disasters or
terrorist attacks. It came into
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The National Response Plan (NRP) was a United States national plan to respond to emergencies such as natural disasters or
terrorist attacks. It came into effect in December 2004, and was superseded by the National Response Framework on March
22, 2008.

Chief Public Health Officer of Canada

During public health emergencies, such as outbreaks or natural disasters, the CPHO is responsible for: Working with relevant
professionals and officials

The chief public health officer of Canada (CPHO; French: administratrice en chef de la santé publique; ACSP) is the lead health
professional and primary spokesperson on public health related matters for the Government of Canada. The chief public health
officer  provides  advice  to  the  minister  of  health  and the  president  of  the  Public  Health  Agency  of  Canada (PHAC),  works  in
collaboration with the agency president in the agency's leadership and management, and works with other departments and
levels of government on public health matters. PHAC, along with the CPHO post was established in 2004 amidst the SARS
crisis.

The interim chief public health officer of Canada is Howard Njoo, who was appointed in June 2025, following the retirement of
Theresa Tam.

Public health

Public health is &quot;the science and art of preventing disease, prolonging life and promoting health through the organized
efforts and informed choices of

Public health is "the science and art of preventing disease, prolonging life and promoting health through the organized efforts
and informed choices of society, organizations, public and private, communities and individuals". Analyzing the determinants
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of health of a population and the threats it faces is the basis for public health. The public can be as small as a handful of
people or as large as a village or an entire city; in the case of a pandemic it may encompass several continents. The concept
of health takes into account physical, psychological, and social well-being, among other factors.

Public health is an interdisciplinary field. For example, epidemiology, biostatistics, social sciences and management of health
services are all relevant. Other important sub-fields include environmental...

Disaster medicine

related disaster preparation, disaster planning, disaster response and disaster recovery leadership throughout the disaster life
cycle. Disaster medicine

Disaster medicine is the area of medical specialization serving the dual areas of providing health care to disaster survivors and
providing  medically  related  disaster  preparation,  disaster  planning,  disaster  response  and  disaster  recovery  leadership
throughout the disaster life cycle. Disaster medicine specialists provide insight, guidance and expertise on the principles and
practice  of  medicine  both  in  the  disaster  impact  area  and  healthcare  evacuation  receiving  facilities  to  emergency
management professionals, hospitals, healthcare facilities, communities and governments. The disaster medicine specialist is
the liaison between and partner to the medical contingency planner, the emergency management professional, the incident
command system, government and policy makers.

Disaster medicine...

Public Health Agency of Canada

Canada that is responsible for public health, emergency preparedness and response, and infectious and chronic disease
control and prevention. The PHAC was formed



Disasters And Public Health Planning And Response

Disasters And Public Health Planning And Response
6

The Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC; French: Agence de la santé publique du Canada, ASPC) is an agency of the
Government of Canada that is responsible for public health, emergency preparedness and response, and infectious and
chronic disease control and prevention.
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