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MG 42
prices and wages in Germany, 1500

1850,&quot; CQE Working Papers 1510, Center for Quantitative Economics (CQE), University of Mlnster. 1851-1882:
Coos Santing - The MG 42 (shortened from German: Maschinengewehr 42, or "machine gun 42") is a German recoil-
operated air-cooled general-purpose machine gun used extensively by the Wehrmacht and the Waffen-SS during the
second half of World War II. Entering production in 1942, it was intended to supplement and replace the earlier MG 34,
which was more expensive and took much longer to produce, but both weapons were produced until the end of World
War Il.

Designed to use the standard German fully-powered 7.92x57mm Mauser rifle round and to be cheaper and easier to
manufacture, the MG 42 proved to be highly reliable and easy to operate. It is most notable for its very high cyclic rate
for a gun using full-power service cartridges: it averaged about 1,200 rounds per minute, compared to around 850 for
the MG...
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