International And Comparative Law On The Rights Of
Older Persons

International law

International law, also known as public international law and the law of nations, is the set of rules, norms, legal customs and
standards that states

International law, also known as public international law and the law of nations, is the set of rules, norms, legal customs and
standards that states and other actors feel an obligation to, and generally do, obey in their mutual relations. In international
relations, actors are simply the individuals and collective entities, such as states, international organizations, and non-state groups,
which can make behavioral choices, whether lawful or unlawful. Rules are formal, typically written expectations that outline
required behavior, while norms are informal, often unwritten guidelines about appropriate behavior that are shaped by custom and
social practice. It establishes norms for states across a broad range of domains, including war and diplomacy, economic relations,
and human rights.
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Human rights are universally recognized moral principles or norms that establish standards of human behavior and are often
protected by both national and international laws. These rights are considered inherent and inalienable, meaning they belong to
every individual simply by virtue of being human, regardless of characteristics like nationality, ethnicity, religion, or socio-
economic status. They encompass a broad range of civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, such as the right to life,
freedom of expression, protection against enslavement, and right to education.

The modern concept of human rights gained significant prominence after World War II, particularly in response to the atrocities of
the Holocaust, leading to the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights...
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Human rights in Canada have come under increasing public attention and legal protection since World War II. Inspired by
Canada's involvement in the creation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, the current legal framework for
human rights in Canada consists of constitutional entitlements, and statutory human rights codes, both federal and provincial.

The Supreme Court of Canada first recognized an implied bill of rights in 1938 in the decision Reference Re Alberta Statutes.
However, prior to the advent of the Canadian Bill of Rights in 1960 and its successor the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
in 1982 (part of the Constitution of Canada), the laws of Canada did not provide much in the way of civil rights and was typically of
limited concern to the courts. The protections...
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The law of Germany (German: Deutsches Recht), that being the modern German legal system (German: deutsches Rechtssystem),
is a system of civil law which is founded on the principles laid out by the Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany, though
many of the most important laws, for example most regulations of the civil code (Burgerliches Gesetzbuch, or BGB) were
developed prior to the 1949 constitution. It is composed of public law (offentliches Recht), which regulates the relations between a
citizen/person and the state (including criminal law) or two bodies of the state, and the private law, (Privatrecht) which regulates
the relations between two people or companies. It has been subject to a wide array of influences from Roman law, such as the
Justinian Code the Corpus Juris Civilis...
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The international human rights framework and domestic policy are the means by which the human rights of older people in New
Zealand are protected. The key human rights issues facing older people in New Zealand encompass full participation within
society, access to resources and a positive attitude to ageing.
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Children's rights or the rights of children are a subset of human rights with particular attention to the rights of special protection
and care afforded to minors. The 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) defines a child as "any human being below the
age of eighteen years, unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier." Children's rights includes their
right to association with both parents, human identity as well as the basic needs for physical protection, food, universal state-paid
education, health care, and criminal laws appropriate for the age and development of the child, equal protection of the child's civil
rights, and freedom from discrimination on the basis of the child's race, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin,
religion...
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is an international document adopted by the United Nations General Assembly
that enshrines the rights and freedoms of all human beings. Drafted by a United Nations (UN) committee chaired by Eleanor
Roosevelt, it was accepted by the General Assembly as Resolution 217 during its third session on 10 December 1948 at the Palais
de Chaillot in Paris, France. Of the 58 members of the UN at the time, 48 voted in favour, none against, eight abstained, and two
did not vote.

A foundational text in the history of human and civil rights, the Declaration consists of 30 articles detailing an individual's "basic
rights and fundamental freedoms" and affirming their universal character as inherent, inalienable, and applicable to all human
beings. Adopted as a...
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Human rights in the United Kingdom concern the fundamental rights in law of every person in the United Kingdom. An integral
part of the UK constitution, human rights derive from common law, from statutes such as Magna Carta, the Bill of Rights 1689 and
the Human Rights Act 1998, from membership of the Council of Europe, and from international law.

Codification of human rights is recent, but the UK law had one of the world's longest human rights traditions. Today the main
source of jurisprudence is the Human Rights Act 1998, which incorporated the European Convention on Human Rights into
domestic litigation. A report by the Trump administration released in August 2025 claimed the human rights situation in the United
Kingdom had worsened over the past year.
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The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen (French: Déclaration des droits de I'Homme et du citoyen de 1789), set by
France's National Constituent Assembly in 1789, is a human and civil rights document from the French Revolution; the French title
can be translated in the modern era as "Declaration of Human and Civic Rights". Inspired by Enlightenment philosophers, the
declaration was a core statement of the values of the French Revolution and had a significant impact on the development of
popular conceptions of individual liberty and democracy in Europe and worldwide.

The declaration was initially drafted by Marquis de Lafayette with assistance from Thomas Jefferson, but the majority of the final
draft came from Abbé Sieyes. Influenced by the doctrine of natural right, human rights...
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The essence of the rule of law is that all people and institutions within a political body are subject to the same laws. This concept is
sometimes stated simply as "no one is above the law" or "all are equal before the law". According to Encyclopeedia Britannica, it is
defined as "the mechanism, process, institution, practice, or norm that supports the equality of all citizens before the law, secures
a nonarbitrary form of government, and more generally prevents the arbitrary use of power."

Legal scholars have expanded the basic rule of law concept to encompass, first and foremost, a requirement that laws apply
equally to everyone. "Formalists" add that the laws must be stable, accessible and clear. More recently, "substantivists" expand the
concept to include rights, such as human rights, and...
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