We Can But Should We One
Physicians Reflections On End Of Life
Dilemmas
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End-of-life care is health care provided in the time leading up to a person's death.
End-of-life care can be provided in the hours, days, or months before a person dies
and encompasses care and support for a person's mental and emotional needs,
physical comfort, spiritual needs, and practical tasks.

End-of-life care is most commonly provided at home, in the hospital, or in a long-
term care facility with care being provided by family members, nurses, social
workers, physicians, and other support staff. Facilities may also have palliative or
hospice care teams that will provide end-of-life care services. Decisions about end-
of-life care are often informed by medical, financial and ethical considerations.

In most developed countries, medical spending on people in the last twelve months
of life...

Child euthanasia

agreement follows that no charges shall be pressed against physicians who perform
end-of-life procedures on infants who meet the following five criteria: The
infant&#039;s

Child euthanasia is a form of euthanasia that is applied to children who are gravely
ill or have significant birth defects. In 2005, the Netherlands became the first
country since the end of Nazi Germany to decriminalize euthanasia for infants with
hopeless prognosis and intractable pain. Nine years later, Belgium amended its
2002 Euthanasia Act to extend the rights of euthanasia to minors. Like adult
euthanasia, there is world-wide public controversy and ethical debate over the
moral, philosophical, and religious issues of child euthanasia.

Doctor-patient relationship

confidence in the competence of their physician and must feel that they can confide
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in them. For most physicians, the establishment of good a rapport with a

The doctor-patient relationship is a central part of health care and the practice of
medicine. A doctor-patient relationship is formed when a doctor attends to a
patient's medical needs and is usually through consent. This relationship is built on
trust, respect, communication, and a common understanding of both the doctor and
patients' sides. The trust aspect of this relationship goes is mutual: the doctor trusts
the patient to reveal any information that may be relevant to the case, and in turn,
the patient trusts the doctor to respect their privacy and not disclose this
information to outside parties.

A ceremonial dynamic of the doctor-patient relationship is that the doctor is
encouraged by the Hippocratic Oath to follow certain ethical guidelines.
Additionally, the healthiness of a doctor...

Leon Kass

state of pluripotency. . . . We should be hopeful that a technological solution to our
moral dilemma might soon be found and that this divisive piece of our

Leon Richard Kass (born February 12, 1939) is an American physician, biochemist,
educator, and public intellectual. Kass is best known as a proponent of liberal arts
education via the "Great Books," as a critic of human cloning, life extension,
euthanasia and embryo research, and for his tenure as chairman of the President's
Council on Bioethics from 2001 to 2005. Although Kass is often referred to as a
bioethicist, he eschews the term and refers to himself as "an old-fashioned
humanist. A humanist is concerned broadly with all aspects of human life, not just
the ethical."

Kass is the Addie Clark Harding Professor Emeritus in the College and the
Committee on Social Thought at the University of Chicago, Senior Fellow Emeritus
at the American Enterprise Institute, and the Dean of the Faculty...

Raphael Cohen-Almagor

relate to categories of patients. One may try to prescribe detailed guidelines of
conduct but, at the end of the day, the guidelines should be judged and evaluated

Raphael Cohen-Almagor (Hebrew: J0000-000 O000; born 1961) is an Israeli/British
academic.

Cohen-Almagor received his D.Phil. in political theory from Oxford University in
1991, and his B.A. and M.A. from Tel Aviv University (both magna cum laude). In
1992-1995 he lectured at the Hebrew University Law Faculty. In 1995-2007 he
taught at the University of Haifa Law School, Department of Communication, and
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Library and Information Studies University of Haifa. In 2019, he was distinguished
visiting professor to the Faculty of Laws, University College London (UCL). In 2023,
he was the Olof Palme Visiting Professor at Lund University, Sweden. In 2024-2025,
he was a Fellow at the Israel Institute for Advanced Studies in Jerusalem.

Raphael has served in various organisations, including as chairperson...
Autonomy

solve &quot;moral dilemmas&quot;, Kohlberg went on to further develop the stages
of moral development. The answers they provided could be one of two things. Either

In developmental psychology and moral, political, and bioethical philosophy,
autonomy is the capacity to make an informed, uncoerced decision. Autonomous
organizations or institutions are independent or self-governing. Autonomy can also
be defined from a human resources perspective, where it denotes a (relatively high)
level of discretion granted to an employee in his or her work. In such cases,
autonomy is known to generally increase job satisfaction. Self-actualized individuals
are thought to operate autonomously of external expectations. In a medical context,
respect for a patient's personal autonomy is considered one of many fundamental
ethical principles in medicine.

Medical ethics

conflicts of interest or treat inappropriately. Physicians that treat family members
need to be conscious of conflicting expectations and dilemmas when treating

Medical ethics is an applied branch of ethics which analyzes the practice of clinical
medicine and related scientific research. Medical ethics is based on a set of values
that professionals can refer to in the case of any confusion or conflict. These values
include the respect for autonomy, non-maleficence, beneficence, and justice. Such
tenets may allow doctors, care providers, and families to create a treatment plan
and work towards the same common goal. These four values are not ranked in order
of importance or relevance and they all encompass values pertaining to medical
ethics. However, a conflict may arise leading to the need for hierarchy in an ethical
system, such that some moral elements overrule others with the purpose of applying
the best moral judgement to a difficult medical situation...

Kantian ethics

life&#039; can be universalized. However, this new maxim may still treat the
murderer as a means to an end, which we have a duty to avoid doing. Thus we may

Kantian ethics refers to a deontological ethical theory developed by German
philosopher Immanuel Kant that is based on the notion that "I ought never to act
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except in such a way that I could also will that my maxim should become a universal
law." It is also associated with the idea that "it is impossible to think of anything at
all in the world, or indeed even beyond it, that could be considered good without
limitation except a good will." The theory was developed in the context of
Enlightenment rationalism. It states that an action can only be moral if it is
motivated by a sense of duty, and its maxim may be rationally willed a universal,
objective law.

Central to Kant's theory of the moral law is the categorical imperative. Kant
formulated the categorical imperative in various ways. His principle...

Unnecessary health care

science and by physicians capable of making clinical decisions based on well-
established fact and theory - was simply incompatible with the data we saw. It was

Unnecessary health care (overutilization, overuse, or overtreatment) is health care
provided with a higher volume or cost than is appropriate.

In the United States, where health care costs are the highest as a percentage of
GDP, overuse was the predominant factor in its expense, accounting for about a
third of its health care spending ($750 billion out of $2.6 trillion) in 2012.

Factors that drive overuse include paying health professionals more to do more (fee-
for-service), defensive medicine to protect against litigiousness, and insulation from
price sensitivity in instances where the consumer is not the payer—the patient
receives goods and services but insurance pays for them (whether public insurance,
private, or both). Such factors leave many actors in the system (doctors, patients,
pharmaceutical...

Existential crisis

but it can also happen individually. Distraction is a more temporary form of
withdrawing one&#039;s attention from the meaninglessness of certain life
situations

Existential crises are inner conflicts characterized by the impression that life lacks
meaning and by confusion about one's personal identity. They are accompanied by
anxiety and stress, often to such a degree that they disturb one's normal functioning
in everyday life and lead to depression. Their negative attitude towards meaning
reflects characteristics of the philosophical movement of existentialism. The
components of existential crises can be divided into emotional, cognitive, and
behavioral aspects. Emotional components refer to the feelings, such as emotional
pain, despair, helplessness, guilt, anxiety, or loneliness. Cognitive components
encompass the problem of meaninglessness, the loss of personal values or spiritual
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faith, and thinking about death. Behavioral components include addictions...
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