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On Screen B2: Virginia
Evans & Jenny Dooley - A
Comprehensive Review

The popular "On Screen B2" coursebook, authored by
Virginia Evans and Jenny Dooley, represents a significant
step in English language learning. This comprehensive
guide delves into the intricacies of this widely-used
intermediate-level textbook, exploring its pedagogical
approach, suitability for different learners, and overall
effectiveness in developing communicative competence.
We'll examine its features, highlight its strengths and
weaknesses, and provide valuable insights for both
students and teachers using "On Screen B2." This review
will specifically focus on the key components that
contribute to its success as a communicative English
course.
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Understanding the On Screen B2
Methodology

Virginia Evans and Jenny Dooley's "On Screen B2" is
designed to equip learners with the communicative skills
necessary for effective interaction in a variety of real-
world scenarios. The methodology is firmly rooted in a
communicative approach, emphasizing active
participation and real-life context. Unlike some
grammar-focused textbooks, "On Screen B2" prioritizes
developing fluency and accuracy through engaging
activities and realistic materials. The course skillfully
blends vocabulary acquisition, grammar practice, and
speaking and listening exercises, making it a
comprehensive learning package. The focus on
communicative language teaching is evident
throughout the book, with activities designed to
stimulate interaction and spontaneous speech.

### Integrated Skills Development

One of the key strengths of "On Screen B2" lies in its
integrated approach to skills development. The textbook
doesn't treat reading, writing, listening, and speaking as
isolated skills, but rather as interconnected aspects of
language proficiency. Each unit typically includes
activities that address all four skills, reinforcing learning
and promoting holistic language development. This
integrated approach aligns perfectly with the
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communicative competence framework, where effective
communication hinges on the interplay of all language
skills. For instance, a reading passage might be followed
by a discussion, a listening comprehension exercise
might lead to a role-play activity, and a grammar lesson
might culminate in a writing task. This
interconnectedness allows for a more engaging and
effective learning process, mimicking real-world
language use.

Content and Features of On
Screen B2

"On Screen B2" boasts a rich array of engaging content,
making learning enjoyable and motivating. The textbook
utilizes a variety of media, including authentic video
clips, stimulating photographs, and interactive exercises.
The integration of technology, crucial in modern
language learning, is particularly strong. The
accompanying digital resources complement the printed
material effectively, offering additional practice
opportunities and personalized feedback. This makes
"On Screen B2" incredibly versatile, adaptable to diverse
learning styles and preferences. The inclusion of
authentic materials helps bridge the gap between
classroom learning and real-world communication,
allowing students to encounter the nuances of natural
language.
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#4## Vocabulary Building and Grammar Practice

The textbook’s focus on vocabulary building is another
area of strength. New vocabulary is presented in context,
and learners are encouraged to actively use the words
through a variety of engaging activities, including
games, gap-fill exercises, and creative writing prompts.
The grammar sections are presented clearly and
concisely, with plenty of opportunities for practice. The
explanations are user-friendly and accessible to
intermediate learners, avoiding overly complex
terminology. The grammar explanations are well-
structured, providing clear examples and sufficient
exercises to reinforce learning. This practical approach
ensures that students not only understand grammar
rules but also gain confidence in applying them correctly
in their speech and writing.

Suitability and Effectiveness

"On Screen B2" is ideally suited for intermediate
learners who aim to improve their overall communicative
competence. The level of challenge is appropriate for
students at this stage, and the engaging content keeps
them motivated. However, the effectiveness of the
course ultimately depends on various factors, including
the teacher's approach, the learners' motivation, and the
availability of supplementary resources. While the
textbook provides a solid foundation, effective
implementation requires careful planning and a dynamic
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teaching style. The use of authentic video clips and
other supplementary materials enhances learning and
bridges the gap between classroom and real-life
situations.

Conclusion

"On Screen B2" by Virginia Evans and Jenny Dooley is a
well-structured and engaging textbook that effectively
caters to the needs of intermediate English language
learners. Its communicative approach, integrated skills
development, and rich array of content make it a
valuable resource for both students and teachers. While
its effectiveness is contingent on several factors, its
strengths in vocabulary building, grammar practice, and
the integration of technology contribute significantly to
its success as a communicative English course. The
consistent use of real-world contexts and authentic
materials make this a strong choice for those seeking to
improve their fluency and confidence in English
communication.

FAQ
Q1: Is On Screen B2 suitable for self-study?

Al: While designed for classroom use, "On Screen B2"
can be used effectively for self-study, particularly with
the accompanying digital resources. However, self-
discipline and a proactive approach are crucial for
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maximizing learning outcomes. The clear explanations
and abundant practice exercises make self-study
feasible, but access to a tutor or language partner for
feedback would significantly enhance the learning
experience.

Q2: What are the main differences between On
Screen B2 and other B2 textbooks?

A2: Compared to other B2 textbooks, "On Screen B2"
stands out due to its strong focus on communicative
competence and integrated skills development. Many
other textbooks may emphasize grammar or individual
skills more heavily. "On Screen B2" prioritizes creating a
holistic learning experience that prepares learners for
real-world communication. Its incorporation of digital
resources and authentic materials also sets it apart.

Q3: What support materials are available for On
Screen B2?

A3: "On Screen B2" typically includes a workbook,
teacher's book, and extensive digital resources. These
resources often include interactive exercises, vocabulary
builders, grammar practice activities, and additional
listening and reading materials. The availability and
exact nature of these resources may vary depending on
the publisher and specific edition.

Q4: How does On Screen B2 address different
learning styles?
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A4: The textbook employs a variety of activities and
materials to cater to diverse learning styles. Visual
learners benefit from the numerous images and videos,
auditory learners from the audio exercises and listening
comprehension tasks, and kinesthetic learners from the
interactive exercises and group activities. This variety
ensures that all learners have opportunities to engage
with the material in ways that best suit their preferred
learning methods.

Q5: Is there a placement test available to determine
suitability for On Screen B2?

A5: While not always directly provided with the textbook,
many publishers offer online placement tests or suggest
alternative assessments to determine the appropriate
level. It's recommended to consult the publisher's
website or your teacher for guidance on determining if
"On Screen B2" is the right level for a specific learner.

Q6: What are the main criticisms of On Screen B2?

A6: Some critics might argue that the emphasis on
communicative skills sometimes overshadows the in-
depth grammatical explanations some learners may
desire. Others may find the pace too fast or the level of
challenge inconsistent across units. These are common
concerns with many coursebooks, and the overall
effectiveness depends heavily on individual learning
styles and teaching methodologies.
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Q7: How can teachers effectively use On Screen B2
in the classroom?

A7: Effective classroom implementation involves
leveraging the digital resources, incorporating diverse
teaching methods, and encouraging active student
participation. Teachers should use the textbook as a
springboard for interactive discussions, collaborative
projects, and real-world simulations. Utilizing the
accompanying teacher's guide is crucial for maximizing
the textbook's potential and adapting its content to
specific student needs.

Q8: What are the long-term benefits of using On
Screen B2?

A8: Successful completion of "On Screen B2" equips
learners with enhanced communicative skills, a wider
vocabulary, and a more comprehensive understanding of
grammar. These benefits translate to improved
performance in various academic settings, increased
confidence in using English in daily life, and enhanced
opportunities for personal and professional development.
The focus on authentic communication skills prepares
students effectively for real-world interactions and future
academic challenges.

On Screen B2: Virginia Evans & Jenny Dooley - A Deep
Dive into Effective English Language Learning

The quest for expertise in the English language is a
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expedition many undertake. Finding the ideal resources
to guide this pursuit can be difficult . However, for
countless learners across the globe, the name Virginia
Evans and Jenny Dooley is synonymous with superior
English language teaching aids. Their B2 level textbook,
a cornerstone in many scholastic institutions and self-
study programs , represents a significant step in the
learning methodology. This article delves into the
benefits of this particular textbook, analyzing its
structure , material , and overall effectiveness in
fostering English language acquisition .

The On Screen B2 textbook is meticulously arranged to
cater to the needs of intermediate-high learners. It
employs a comprehensive approach, encompassing all
four key language skills: reading, writing, listening, and
speaking. Each lesson is crafted to foster upon
previously learned principles, creating a natural learning
path . The progression is gradual but significant ,
ensuring that learners are continually challenged while
remaining interested.

One of the most notable features of On Screen B2 is its
abundant variety of genuine materials. Instead of
fabricated dialogues, learners encounter extracts from
newspapers, magazines, and online materials, mirroring
the kind of English they will encounter in their daily
lives. This absorbing approach helps learners adjust to
different forms of writing and speaking, enhancing their
understanding of subtlety in language.
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The textbook also includes a substantial amount of
grammar drills. However, unlike many other textbooks
that treat grammar as an isolated topic , On Screen B2
seamlessly integrates grammatical principles into
communicative activities . This hands-on approach helps
learners understand how grammar functions within
context, making it more digestible and, ultimately, more
useful .

Another key aspect of On Screen B2 is its focus on
developing learners' proficiency in spoken English. The
textbook provides abundant opportunities for learners to
rehearse their speaking skills through pair work, role-
playing , and presentations. The inclusion of genuine
listening activities further enhances learners' ability to
comprehend spoken English in various situations .

The supplementary materials that accompany the
textbook, such as the practice book , teacher's guide ,
and online resources, further augment the learning
process . These materials provide additional practice and
reinforcement of concepts learned in the main textbook,
catering to different study styles and requirements .

In conclusion , On Screen B2 by Virginia Evans and
Jenny Dooley is a exceptionally effective English
language learning textbook. Its meticulously designed
structure , real-world materials, integrated grammar
exercises , and attention on developing all four key
language skills make it a valuable resource for both
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learners and teachers. Its practical approach ensures
that learners not only gain a firm foundation in English
grammar and vocabulary but also develop the fluency
and conversational skills necessary for real-world
implementations. The textbook provides a easy-to-
understand path towards achieving B2 level competence
in the English language.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: Is On Screen B2 suitable for self-study?

Al: Absolutely. The textbook is designed to be
understandable for self-study, with clear explanations,
ample practice exercises, and readily available
supplementary materials. However, access to a tutor or
language exchange partner would enhance the learning
journey.

Q2: What is the best way to utilize the workbook
effectively?

A2: The workbook should be used simultaneously with
the main textbook. Complete the exercises after each
unit to strengthen what you've learned and identify areas
where you need additional attention .

Q3: How does On Screen B2 compare to other B2
level textbooks?

A3: Compared to other B2 level textbooks, On Screen B2
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distinguishes itself through its integrated approach to
grammar and communication skills, its abundant
authentic materials, and its well-structured advancement

Q4: Are there any online resources that
complement the textbook?

A4: Yes, many publishers offer online supplementary
resources for On Screen B2, which may include

interactive exercises, vocabulary builders, and audio
materials. Check with your publisher for availability .
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