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The Toyota Prius ( PREE-ass) (Japanese: [Q000000O0O,
Hepburn: Toyota Puriusu) is a compact/small family
liftback (supermini/subcompact sedan until 2003)
produced by Toyota. The Prius has a hybrid
drivetrain, which combines an internal combustion
engine and an electric motor. Initially offered as a
four-door sedan, it has been produced only as a
five-door liftback since 2003.

The Prius was developed by Toyota to be the "car for
the 21st century"; it was the first mass-produced
hybrid vehicle, first going on sale in Japan in 1997
at all four Toyota Japan dealership chains, and
subsequently introduced worldwide in 2000.

In 2011, Toyota expanded the Prius family to include
the Prius v, an MPV, and the Prius c, a subcompact
hatchback. The production version of the Prius plug-
in hybrid was released...
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