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MCSA Windows Server 2016 Study Guide Exam 70-740
2nd Edition: Your Path to Certification

The Microsoft Certified Solutions Associate (MCSA) Windows Server 2016 certification remains a highly sought-after
credential for IT professionals. This comprehensive guide focuses on the MCSA Windows Server 2016 study guide exam
70-740 2nd edition, providing insights into its content, structure, and how to best prepare for this crucial exam. This guide
aims to help you navigate the complexities of Windows Server 2016 administration, equipping you with the knowledge
and skills needed to succeed. We'll cover key exam topics, including installing and configuring servers, network
administration, and managing storage.

Understanding the Exam 70-740: Installing and Configuring Windows
Server 2016

Exam 70-740, "Installing and Configuring Windows Server 2016," forms a core part of the MCSA Windows Server 2016
certification. This exam assesses your ability to perform essential server administration tasks. The second edition of the
study guide typically reflects updates and changes in Windows Server 2016, including patches and new features released
since the first edition. It provides a structured approach to mastering the required skills, often breaking down complex
concepts into manageable chunks. This is vital because the exam tests both theoretical knowledge and practical application.

Key Topics Covered in the 70-740 Exam and Study Guide

The 70-740 exam and its accompanying study guide cover a broad range of topics crucial for Windows Server 2016
administrators. These include:

¢ Installing and Configuring Windows Server 2016: This involves understanding different installation options,
configuring server roles and features, and managing the server's initial setup. The study guide often details best
practices for optimizing server performance from the outset.

e Networking: This section delves into configuring network adapters, managing IP addressing (IPv4 and IPv6),
implementing DNS and DHCP, and working with network security features like firewalls. Understanding the
intricacies of network administration is crucial for efficient server management.

e Storage: Efficient storage management is paramount. The exam and study guide will cover topics such as configuring
storage spaces, managing disks and volumes, and implementing storage solutions for different needs. Understanding
concepts like RAID configurations is crucial here.

e Security: Securing a Windows Server environment is a top priority. Expect questions on implementing Group Policy,
managing user accounts and permissions, configuring Active Directory, and understanding security best practices.
The study guide usually highlights the importance of regularly updating the server and applying security patches.

e High Availability and Disaster Recovery: Understanding how to build highly available systems and implement
disaster recovery plans is critical. Expect questions on failover clustering, replication, and backup strategies. The
study guide will provide examples and best practices for designing resilient server infrastructure.

Effective Study Strategies for Exam 70-740

Success on the 70-740 exam requires a dedicated and structured approach. Here are some effective study strategies:

e Utilize the Study Guide Thoroughly: The second edition of the study guide is your primary resource. Read it
comprehensively, focusing on understanding concepts rather than memorization.

e Hands-on Practice: Create a virtual lab environment to practice the concepts covered in the study guide. This is
crucial because the exam tests practical skills.

e Practice Exams: Take several practice exams to simulate the actual test environment and identify your weaknesses.
Many online resources offer practice exams for 70-740.

e Focus on Weak Areas: After completing practice exams, review and study the topics where you struggled. This
targeted approach improves your understanding and boosts your confidence.

¢ Join Study Groups (Optional): Collaborating with others can enhance your learning experience and provide
different perspectives on challenging concepts.
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Benefits of Achieving MCSA Windows Server 2016 Certification

The MCSA Windows Server 2016 certification offers numerous benefits, including:

e Increased Earning Potential: Certified professionals often command higher salaries and better job opportunities.

 Enhanced Career Prospects: The certification demonstrates your expertise and makes you a more competitive
candidate.

e Improved Job Security: In-demand skills make you a valuable asset to any organization.

e Industry Recognition: The MCSA certification is a globally recognized credential, enhancing your credibility in the
IT industry.

Conclusion

The MCSA Windows Server 2016 study guide exam 70-740, second edition, is your key to unlocking a successful career in
server administration. By utilizing effective study strategies, focusing on practical application, and thoroughly
understanding the core concepts covered in the study guide, you significantly increase your chances of passing the exam.
Remember, consistent effort and dedicated practice are crucial to achieving your certification goal.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What is the difference between the first and second editions of the 70-740 study guide?

Al: The second edition typically incorporates updates to reflect changes in Windows Server 2016 since the first edition's
release, including patches, updates to features, and potentially changes in best practices. It might also include updated
exam objectives to align with any adjustments made by Microsoft.

Q2: Are there any prerequisites for taking the 70-740 exam?

A2: While there are no formal prerequisites, a solid foundation in networking, operating systems, and basic IT concepts is
highly recommended. Experience with Windows Server is beneficial but not strictly required.

Q3: How long does it take to prepare for the 70-740 exam?

A3: The preparation time varies depending on your prior experience and learning pace. However, dedicating several weeks
or even months of focused study is generally recommended for a thorough understanding of the material.

Q4: What types of questions are on the 70-740 exam?

A4: The exam features a mix of multiple-choice, multiple-select, drag-and-drop, and simulation-based questions. These
questions test both theoretical knowledge and practical application of server administration skills.

Q5: What resources are available besides the official study guide?

A5: Numerous online resources, including video tutorials, practice exams, and online communities, can supplement your
study efforts. Microsoft's official documentation and online learning platforms also provide valuable information.

QG6: Is a virtual lab environment essential for exam preparation?

A6: While not strictly mandatory, a hands-on virtual lab environment is strongly recommended. The ability to practice the
skills tested in the exam is crucial for success, and a virtual lab provides a safe and controlled environment for
experimentation.

Q7: What happens if I fail the exam?

A7: If you fail, you can retake the exam after a waiting period. Microsoft's website provides details on retake policies and
scheduling. Analyze your mistakes from the previous attempt to focus your study efforts on areas needing improvement.

Q8: What are the career opportunities after achieving MCSA Windows Server 2016 certification?

A8: This certification opens doors to roles like System Administrator, Network Administrator, Cloud Administrator, and
other related positions requiring strong Windows Server expertise. Many organizations prioritize candidates holding this
certification.

Conquering the MCSA Windows Server 2016: A Deep Dive into Exam
70-740 (2nd Edition)

Aspiring network engineers often find themselves a critical juncture in their skill development: the MCSA Windows Server
2016 certification. This sought-after certification validates proficiency in deploying, managing, and maintaining Windows
Server 2016 environments, a skillset in high demand in today's rapidly changing IT landscape. This article serves as a
comprehensive walkthrough to tackling Exam 70-740 (2nd Edition), a cornerstone of the MCSA certification, focusing on
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deploy Windows Server 2016.

The second edition of the study guide for Exam 70-740 provides a comprehensive knowledge of the exam objectives,
providing a structured method to success. It surpasses simply detailing topics; it actively engages the reader through real-
world examples , case studies, and concise descriptions . This interactive learning approach is vital for reinforcing your
understanding and equipping you for the challenges of the exam.

Key Areas Covered in Exam 70-740 and the Study Guide:
The exam, and consequently the study guide, emphasizes several core areas:

 Installing and Configuring Windows Server 2016: This section details the different approaches of installing the
operating system, including several setup methods like GUI and command-line installations. It further explores
configuration of key configurations like networking, time synchronization, and user accounts . Think of this as building
the groundwork for your server environment.

e Managing Storage: Effective storage management is crucial for optimal performance of a server. This portion of the
exam and study guide examines multiple storage technologies available in Windows Server 2016, including NAS and
internal storage. Knowing concepts like storage pools, storage spaces, and storage tiering is critical for success.

e Networking: Properly configuring the server's network connections is essential. The exam explores your knowledge
of various networking protocols , including TCP/IP, DNS, DHCP, and VPNs. Real-world application with these
technologies is strongly suggested .

¢ Active Directory: This essential feature of Windows Server allows for centralized management of network objects .
The study guide gives a thorough summary of Active Directory, including domain creation, user and group
management, and access control lists. Mastering this is critical to success in the exam.

Practical Benefits and Implementation Strategies:
Passing Exam 70-740 (and obtaining the MCSA certification) presents several substantial benefits:

e Enhanced Career Prospects: This certification showcases your abilities and boosts your marketability to potential
clients .

e Increased Earning Potential: Certified professionals typically earn increased earnings than their non-certified
counterparts.

e Improved Problem-Solving Abilities: The process of studying for and passing the exam considerably increases your
diagnostic abilities related to Windows Server environments.

¢ Access to Advanced Technologies: The knowledge gained through the certification provides opportunities to more
advanced technologies and career paths .

Conclusion:

The MCSA Windows Server 2016 Exam 70-740 (2nd Edition) study guide is an invaluable tool for anyone aiming to achieve
this prestigious certification. By diligently reviewing the material, performing practical applications , and exercising with
sample questions, you can significantly increase your chances of success. The advantages of achieving this certification are
significant , causing it a worthwhile pursuit in your IT journey.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: How much time should I allocate to studying for Exam 70-7407?

A1l: The preparation time varies depending on your prior knowledge . However, a realistic estimate is between 80 and 120
hours of dedicated study time.

Q2: What resources, besides the study guide, are recommended?

A2: Practical experience is essential . Consider using a virtual machine to set up your own Windows Server 2016
environment for practice. Sample questions are also extremely beneficial .

Q3: What is the pass/fail score for the exam?
A3: Microsoft does not disclose the exact pass/fail score. However, diligent study is key to achieving a passing grade.
Q4: What happens after I pass Exam 70-740?

A4: Passing this exam earns you one of the certifications for the MCSA: Windows Server 2016. You will need to pass
additional exams to achieve the full MCSA certification.
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