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Prehistory, also called pre-literary history, is the period of human history between the first
known use of stone tools by hominins c. 3.3 million years ago and the beginning of recorded
history with the invention of writing systems. The use of symbols, marks, and images appears
very early among humans, but the earliest known writing systems appeared c. 5,200 years
ago. It took thousands of years for writing systems to be widely adopted, with writing having
spread to almost all cultures by the 19th century. The end of prehistory therefore came at
different times in different places, and the term is less often used in discussing societies
where prehistory ended relatively recently. It is based on an old conception of history that
without written records there could be no history. The most common...
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The prehistory of the Levant includes the various cultural changes that occurred, as revealed
by archaeological evidence, prior to recorded traditions in the area of the Levant.
Archaeological evidence suggests that Homo sapiens and other hominid species originated in
Africa (see hominid dispersal) and that one of the routes taken to colonize Eurasia was
through the Sinai Peninsula desert and the Levant, which means that this is one of the most
occupied locations in the history of the Earth.

Not only have many cultures lived here, but also many species of the genus Homo. In
addition, this region is one of the centers for the development of agriculture.
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Prehistoric Korea is the era of human existence in the Korean Peninsula for which written
records do not exist. It nonetheless constitutes the greatest segment of the Korean past and
is the major object of study in the disciplines of archaeology, geology, and palaeontology.
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The prehistory of the Philippines covers the events prior to the written history of what is now
the Philippines. The current demarcation between this period and the early history of the
Philippines is April 21, 900, which is the equivalent on the Proleptic Gregorian calendar for
the date indicated on the Laguna Copperplate Inscription—the earliest known surviving
written record to come from the Philippines. This period saw the immense change that took
hold of the archipelago from Stone Age cultures in 50000 BC to the emergence of developed
thalassocratic civilizations in the fourth century, continuing on with the gradual widening of
trade until 900 and the first surviving written records.
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The prehistory of Australia is the period between the first human habitation of the Australian
continent and the colonisation of Australia in 1788, which marks the start of consistent
written documentation of Australia. This period has been variously estimated, with most
evidence suggesting that it goes back between 50,000 and 65,000 years. This era is referred
to as prehistory rather than history because knowledge of this time period does not derive
from written documentation. However, some argue that Indigenous oral tradition should be
accorded an equal status.

Human habitation of the Australian continent began with the migration of the ancestors of
today's Aboriginal Australians by land bridges and short sea crossings from what is now
Southeast Asia. It is uncertain how many waves of immigration...
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Leften Stavros Stavrianos (1913 – March 23, 2004) was a Greek-Canadian historian. His most
influential books are considered to be A Global History: From Prehistory to the 21st Century
and The Balkans since 1453. He was one of the first historians to challenge Orientalist views
of the Ottoman Empire.
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Prehistoric religion is the religious practice of prehistoric cultures. Prehistory, the period
before written records, makes up the bulk of human experience; over 99% of human
experience occurred during the Paleolithic period alone. Prehistoric cultures spanned the
globe and existed for over two and a half million years; their religious practices were many
and varied, and the study of them is difficult due to the lack of written records describing the
details of their faiths.

The cognitive capacity for religion likely first emerged in Homo sapiens sapiens, or
anatomically modern humans, although some scholars posit the existence of Neanderthal
religion and sparse evidence exists for earlier ritual practice. Excluding sparse and
controversial evidence in the Middle Paleolithic (300,000–50,000...
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The Paleo-Arctic Tradition is the name given by archaeologists to the cultural tradition of the
earliest well-documented human occupants of the North American Arctic, which date from
the period 8000–5000 BC. The tradition covers Alaska, and expands far into the east, west,
and the Southwest Yukon Territory of Canada.

The Upward Sun River site, a Late Pleistocene archaeological site associated with the Paleo-
Arctic Tradition, located in the Tanana Valley, Alaska has now been dated to around 11,500
BP. Upward Sun River is the site of the oldest human remains discovered on the American
side of Beringia.

Around 8000 BC, Alaska was still connected to Siberia with the landbridge, located in the
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current Bering Strait. People who inhabited this region in Alaska were of the Dyuktai
tradition, originally...
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History is the systematic study of the past, focusing primarily on the human past. As an
academic discipline, it analyses and interprets evidence to construct narratives about what
happened and explain why it happened. Some theorists categorize history as a social science,
while others see it as part of the humanities or consider it a hybrid discipline. Similar debates
surround the purpose of history—for example, whether its main aim is theoretical, to uncover
the truth, or practical, to learn lessons from the past. In a more general sense, the term
history refers not to an academic field but to the past itself, times in the past, or to individual
texts about the past.

Historical research relies on primary and secondary sources to reconstruct past events and
validate interpretations. Source...
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This timeline of prehistory covers the time from the appearance of Homo sapiens
approximately 315,000 years ago in Africa to the invention of writing, over 5,000 years ago,
with the earliest records going back to 3,200 BC. Prehistory covers the time from the
Paleolithic (Old Stone Age) to the beginning of ancient history.

All dates are approximate and subject to revision based on new discoveries or analyses.
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